TW 4 


TOG H ps 


JOURNAL © k | 


i | 
w "l 


L g 


TI 


L 


— — — 


PA s fi 
RAMSGATE ||| 


PUBLIS#ED BY TOC H AT FORTY-SEVEN 
FRANCIS STREET - LONDON - S.W.1 


Z 2 


— w -- 


i 


a E E 


š 
tt 
pn 
É: 


HUHUUT 


a EAH TTT 


RATT 


ee 
E: 


Bound Volumes 


few cloth-bound copies of Volume XXXIV of the 
A few D 


ste with Index, are available at 
JOURNAL for 1936, compie Readers. who make their own 
18s. 6d. aE binding can obtain a copy oi the Index 
E Volumé XXXIV by sending a stamped, addressed 
Ones to the Editorial Office. 


“A. P. 


s adine a life of his friend Alec 

Barclay a would be p grateful for any stories of 
Paterson ersonal touches, in connection with Toc H or 
Pires which members can supply soon. Letters or 
papers lent will be faithfully returned. Answer to B.B. at 


Toc H Headguarters. 
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Enquiries from Advertisers with products of interest to 


our readers are most welcome. Rates and details will be 
readily supplied. Readers can greatly help by letting us 
know of manufacturers prepared to give consideration to 
advertising their products in the JOURNAL. 


Ourselves 


The Toc H JouRNAL is published monthly. eleven times 
a year. The April issue is a double number and there is 
no August number. A subscription can commence with 
any issue and costs only 9s. for a complete year. 


N.B.—A price concession to 
free, is made to se eRe dee 


dozen copies. 


all Branches ordering a minimum of one 
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Cover Picture: 


Toc H members of the Royal Hospital and Home for Incurables, i 
Putney, at work in a corner of the Occupational Therapy Department. 4 


(see article “A Sailor's Impressions" on page 109). 
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Notes and Comment 


T OF FRIENDLESS YOUNG MEN AND 
Jeased from prisons and Borstal 
nade doubly difficult by the 
Efforts expended on their 


Sasu kaa vp aS ne A THE PLIGH 
Homes women reled 
Wanted institutions 1S H 

I itable lodgings. 
d ll be wasted unless people of goodwill are pre. 
pared to take some of them Into their own homes and help 
them to build a new life. This is a specialised form of service 
to the community which only a small number of people are 
likely or willing to undertake. The Magistrates Association 
has produced an excellent leaflet. Wanted—a Home, giving 
practical information. Copies are available from the Area 
Staff or from Alec Churcher, at Toc H Headquarters. 


THE TALE FROM INDIA OF THE MEMBERS OF 
Lamp-  Kalungadi group who nightly light their 
Lighters village street with oil lanterns, told earlier 
in these pages and pictured on a Toc H Christmas Card, has 
drawn admiration from many quarters. Tunbridge Wells 
members have since shown practical sympathy by sending a 
remittance and asking that some lamps should be bought and 
used on their behalf. In writing to thank them R. D. Paul, 
the Hon. India Commissioner, says “Toc H in India cannot 
and should not be an exact replica of Toc H in Britain, and 
it can have no future in this country unless it gets itself 
acclimatised and adapted so as to make a greater appeal to 
the Indian mind.” 


Holiday VOLUNTEERS ARE REQUIRED TO HELP FOR 
Helpers two weeks at Seaside Holiday Homes on 
1 the South and S.E. Coast during this sum- 

mer from May to October. Those wishing to help should be 
strong and healthy, as most of the work involves pushing 
guests in wheel-chairs, and helping them to enjoy a normal 
poe Many of the guests also require personal help. 
ae lodging will be provided and travelling expenses 
abi ondon refunded. Anyone who would like to help 
an write direct to: The Assistant Secretary, National 
ssociation for the Paralysed, 1 York Street, London, W.l. 
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i iversary WHEN MR. AND MRS. LEIGH GROVES cele- 
ar A brated their Golden Wedding, towards the 

. ú end of last year, members throughout the 
North and further afield remembered with gratitude their 
long record of work for and generosity to Toc H. Leigh 
pioneered the building of Toc H in North Lancashire, and 
Lakeland became a separate area under his chairmanship. 
Mark XIV he gave and endowed as a memorial to his father 
and projects of many kinds at home and abroad have claimed 
his support. Now a Vice-President, he has over the years 
served the Movement in many offices from Branch to Central 
Executive. On this notable occasion we salute Leigh and 
Muriel Groves with much appreciation, wishing them joy in 
the years ahead. 


IN OUTWARD APPEARANCE 142 ST. MARGARET'S 
Road, Edgware, differs little from neigh- 
bouring houses. But if you could see inside 
on the nights when Charles Wake is working for the Toc H 
Stamp Appeal it’s quite a different story, especially when the 
bath-room is being used for “soaking-off'. The Toc H Stamp 
Appeal was started by Charles’ father, back in 1930, and 
every year brings in a considerable amount for the Family 
Purse. Last year’s work produced a cheque for £58 10s., but 
Charles aims much higher than this and if you and other 
readers will send him unwanted used stamps (not British 
below 3d. value, except those imperforated !) he'll reach that 
£100 easily. 


Stamp 
Corner 


Road ` CONCERNED ABOUT THE APPALLING NUMBER 
R of casualties on the roads of Britain 
Casualties (267,922 in 1955), Balham members after 
studying the problem in detail have prepared two reports 
and sent copies to local M.Ps, Chairmen of Road Safety and 
Highways Committees and the local churches. One of their 
main conclusions is that the law should be more adequately 
reinforced and habitual offenders prevented from driving. 
Going further, they have devised a scheme that, without 
penalising the careful driver who makes an error of judge- 
ment, would remove dangerous and temperamentally unsuited 
drivers from the roads. By local action they have already 
secured the withdrawal of a confusing road-sign which had 
been badly sited at a busy zebra crossing. 
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inistrator, JOHN CALLF, has left Tasmania after 
a ante mn Festival at Hobart and going to 
attending f the island (the smallest State and nearly as 
amher soe d). He is now visiting his hosts in the other 
large as Scotland). oc 


ia (twent : : 
ig Site cl from Western Australia on April 2, 
y Tune will be visiting the Oxford and Thames Valley 


Area from March 7 to 9 and the East Midlands and Lincoln. 


ire Areas in May. ; | 

a * ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS will be published 
% wy ma sss of the JOURNAL, a double one. There is 
areal ‘in this for Branch officers to study and to start their 
Branches talking. . 

w The Annual Meeting of the CENTRAL COUNCIL will be 
held on May 4-5. Councillors are likely to have some matters 
to discuss with their Branches and District Teams soon after, 
% A summary of business done by the CENTRAL COUNCIL 
will be nai ss in the June issue of the JOURNAL and a 
report of the week-end meeting in the July issue, but Branches 
; should secure a personal account before then by inviting 
Í their Councillor now to meet them on arranged dates. 

W New BRANCH AND DISTRICT OFFICERS need to keep by 
them a copy of The Toc H Signpost. This seventy-page book 
of Notes for Branches is available at half-a-crown, with its 
current amendments of 1957 inserted. It supplies the answers 
to many questions. 

M£ THE NORTH-WESTERN AREA CONFERENCE on April 6-7 
at Derby Hall, Liverpool: visiting members’ requests to 

p 

attend welcomed by the Area Padre. 

3 The LONDON SPORTS in Battersea Park on June 1. 

% ALL HALLOWS: Toc H Service at 3.30 p.m. on July 27. 
% Toc H ScoUrERS: Sutton Park, Birmingham, August 6. 


% For the Toc H Weeks, combining holidays with useful 
talk and good company this summer, see page 113 and for 
CONFERENCES AT WEEK-ENDS, see page 114. 

S£ The BIRTHDAY FESTIVAL in London on December 7. 
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BORDON- 


What’s in a Name? 
by BEN COOPER 


Ok: OF THE EARLIEST DESCRIPTIONS of Toc H was 
“To Change Chaps”. There are very few indeed 
who would use such a phrase now, for it smacks of the 
self-righteousness of the prig or the mawkishness of the 
humbug. Most of us would prefer to describe Toc H as a 
Movement which exists to do certain things. We could 
frame a number of sentences which begin with the words 
“Toc H exists to. ..”. In other words we would find it easier 
to produce a functional description of the Movement. And 
yet when we examine the description which might be given 
by the most “service-minded practical member” we realise 
that what is done depends upon the personal qualities of 
imagination, sympathy, patience or humour, which are either 
the origin or the fruit of the service given. So while we might 
shy off any blatant life-changing description of Toc H's 
purpose we are bound to admit that our Movement exists 
not primarily to change the pattern of our environment but 
to achieve a quality of life. 


Discovery and Insight 


From the first we have avoided that detachment which 
would objectify our purpose in a policy. Service if thought 
of as an activity outside the Branch life is but an expression 
of the fellowship within. The fellowship equally may not 
be achieved by deliberate cultivation, but by the loss of self- 
consciousness in a common task. A reading of the Charter 
Objects, the Aims as set out in the Compass, and the Main 
Resolution, or reflection upon experience in a Branch will 
confirm the view that someone who stands right outside the 
Movement would find it easier to describe its purpose func- 
tionally, rather than the man within. He would be bound to 
describe it in terms of experience affecting himself. “Yes,” 
he would agree, “we do all those things; we do organise 
clubs for the blind; we do maintain film units; we are actively 
helping to relieve the loneliness of old folk, and various 
other jobs.” But he would know that there is a sense in 
which having been engaged in such activity and having shared 
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s th other men that he had made certain 
the Branch life ted certain insights. These things, he 


discoveries an hat Toc H has taught me. And that, we sa 


i , are wha : , 
rag: Toc H Branch is meant to do for each member 
> 


i in its fellowship and service. . 
aa n aiie to follow these insights further? Must 
discoveries be left unrelated to the Christian experience 
these ir Main Resolution speaks? There is, of course, 
of which | e difficulty: for while the aims and purposes of 
z ose in Christian terms which are meaningful 
z ne there are many who do not easily or natural] 
2 Coe their experience in such words. Without denying the 
reality which the terms express they do not os to such a 
verbal description of their experience. pe M Eterna| 
Realities. God and His Will. Bible reading, familiar terms 
to some, are formidable expressions for others. Is there any 
way by which this difficulty can be overcome? Is there any 
way by which communication can be established between 
those for whom such terms are the expression of reality and 
those who feel themselves to be outside such experience? 


Attempts to Learn 


It was with such questions in mind that ten members met 
at a Conference House in Bordon a year ago during what 
appeared to them to be the coldest weekend of the winter, 
The discussion was continued at other meetings in other 
places throughout the spring and summer, and as a result 
these members determined to attempt for themselves a simple 
daily practice of Bible reading, of learning the art of personal 
prayer, and the practice of quiet. It was felt that there might 
be others who might care to be associated with this experi- 
ment and therefore the intentions were set out in a leaflet 
which was circulated as an inset in the November JOURNAL. 


Slowly the numbers have grown. Many are kind enough 
to say that they welcome the encouragement which comes in 
the knowledge that they are associated with others in this 
common practice. Very humbly we say that we have begun 
to know its value. None of us are teachers of others in these 
things. We learn together. Listening is an art worthy of 
cultivation. Oh yes—the name? We had to find a name for 
our experiment, so quite simply we called it The Bordon 
Company. If you are interésted perhaps you will write to the 
Bordon Company, c/o 47 Francis Street, London, S.W.1. 
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Contributed by GEOFF MARTIN 


Young nurses with their charges at the Shatin Rabies’ Home 


N AN AGE OF VIOLENCE it is good to be reminded 

that compassion is a hallmark of a civilised people. 
It is somehow reassuring to remember that there are still 
many people of many nationalities who are still more con- 
cerned about “rheir vital needs” than “our vital needs”. One 
such example, as readers of previous JOURNALS and Logs 
will recall, is the Shatin Babies’ Home now perched on a 
wooded knoll in the New Territories six miles behind Kow- 
loon. Soon after Christmas Michael and Thelma Cheney of 
Kowloon group called at “47” and showed their film of Hong 
Kong, containing several shots of the Home. They also told 
us more about it than we had previously known. 

Miss Dibden started in 1936 to give a home—and her love 
—to abandoned Chinese babies. Inevitably they were almost 
all girls. for girls were practically valueless. The police used 
to find them; on the waterfront. in the street. on a rubbish 
heap. in somebody else’s back yard. If they were alive they 
were perhaps first taken on a piece of sacking to the hospital, 
to be cleansed and coaxed back to health. Or they might be 
taken straight to Shatin, for Miss Dibden to do the cleansing 
and coaxing. 

During the war the Japanese left her completely alone. 
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d foodless. She ar opean 3 

unmolested bies were quite free: free lo live, if they could 
and her d o. or free to die if they couldn't. Some lived, | 
s] girls ran away at first; who can ' 


idn't. The nurse 
and n g coe the whole day for the two women to 
Pa the babies. After the war her health broke down 
“gel T + 


K t stá n K d Ho 
E ng nd t to 
g t H g In. S ing th S ecent y B 
on O art a over a a 1 ur ese rec 


Rescued babies growing up in a happy atmosphere. 


that Toc H men and women have rallied round to help in 
money raising and any personal ways possible. The Home 
has always existed financially on a shoe string, with an 
assured future for the following month but not much longer. 
It depends on voluntary gifts entirely, though the Govern- 
ment have allowed her the use of the present building (an old 
police station) for a nominal rent. The children are kept 
until they are about sixteen, when most become amahs. 
Several of her original children have come back to the Home 
as nurses. They all call her “Mama” and whenever possible 
come ‘home’ for weekends. They turn to her for advice as 
girls do to their mothers. They are brought up in the Christian 
way of life, but the Chinese way rather than the European 
way. To quote Miss Dibden: 


A few months ago my heart was burdened with prayer about the 


future of our children should I be unable t 

š o care for them. Of 
course the casy way out would be for the Home to have a Com- 
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mittee! But ! knew quite well that this was not the Lord's Plan, for 
then the Home would become an Institution and not a family. As 
you know these babies have no known relations. The pattern God 
gave me at the beginning was clear —the babies were to have a 
home, a mother and a family, and we were to look to the Lord 
Himself, in dependence upon Him, for ALL we needed. Not for 
material necds only, but for the necessary ability to do the work 
and for guidance to do it His way according to the pattern given. ` 

So if you lay down your daily paper with a heavy heart 
remember all the light of compassion that still shineth in the 


darkness, even though the darkness comprehends it not. 


WHO WANTS ONE? 

A London member asks us if any units overseas would like 
to receive JOURNALS regularly, after they are read over here. 
I don’t know the answer, but the note from Sanderstead which 
appears overleaf suggests that there are possibilities in the 
idea. If Overseas units would welcome a small regular supply, 
either for themselves or for distribution among friendly 
contacts, we will try to link them up with their opposite 
numbers in this country. Send a card to the Overseas Secre- 
tary and just see what happens! 


OLYMPIANS GALORE 


To an older generation of London members the name of 
Charles Thompson calls to mind not only the purchase of 
Toc H ties or scarves, but also the Oxford and Bermondsey 
Boys' Club and the world of boxing. By coincidence the 
Editor of the JOURNAL has just received a letter from Charles, 
written on January 17. 

“My dear Ches, 

“I wonder how you're keeping. Very well I hope. I’ve had 
a wonderful holiday starting at Melbourne with the Games 
and where I had the privilege of meeting that fine gentleman 
Sir R. Dunning, George Lee and many other chaps of 
the Melbourne Branch. They were all so kind, particularly 
George, who called at my lodgings when I first arrived in 
the City and invited me to lunch. I saw much of our 
Ceylonese friend Danton Obeyesekere as we were judging 
together at the boxing. What an interesting character and 
how he went down in Melbourne in a big way! The Austra- 
lians put on a wonderful Games and it will be hard for 
successive countries to get anywhere near this standard. 
The people too were most hospitable and everyone seemed 
to have it in their minds to help the visitor as much as 
possible. 
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Tu Ee een jn numbers but 1 was most impresseg 
appear 


) i k of a small team at Kowloon led 

with the spirit Hep gee took me out to visit the Shatin 
Mr. and Mrs. The Bartons are 4 splendid couple who have 
Babies' Home. n helping this home for these 


; join 1 
influenced the AT dren. ] was most grateful to them, 
Sens told me of the Leper colony which I visited and 


cretary, Dr. Fraser, how much the Toc H 
was ee Py ee it Z the last four years, To me there 
a Hes much poverty and squalor in H.K. that it would 
al know which way and where to start. But these 


Sue getting on with the job with such fine results,” 


LINK WITH LAGOS 


of Sanderstead ` W ` for a 
og. hit on one with an International 
m a from Abraham Ordia. the Branch 
PA to the newly-founded Mainland group. congratulating 
them on their formation and offering to help them in any way 
ible, 
E came an S.O.S. ‘Please send us any Toc H literature 
and JOURNALS. This was right up the Sanderstead street 
since like many Branches they had accumulated a vast collec- 
tion of reading matter which lay dust covered under the 
Secretary’s bed. A parcel was promptly mailed to Lagos and 
marked the beginning of a link which grows stronger month 
by month. 

Members of both Branches are writing to one another and 
there has been interchange of programme subjects and ideas. 
Lagos hope to benefit from the experience that has enabled 
Sanderstead to increase its membership from eight to twenty- 
five in nine months while the Lagos enthusiasm and friendli- 
ness is providing an inspiration to the suburban parochialism 
of Sanderstead. 

In a letter from Lagos it was learned that they had achieved 
Branch status in what must almost be record time. There 
was a doubt as to who would provide their Lamp of Mainten- 
ance. The Sanderstead Branch had no doubt about this— 
they cabled their willingness to bestow the Lamp and with 
the help of H.Q. Overseas staff they flew a Lamp out to 
Nigeria by air mail. Imagine the delight of the Lagos Branch 
when it arrived on Christmas Eve. 
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e 1 flew to Hong Kong. Toc H did nol ` 


Sanderstead are planning to send tape recordings to Lagos 
so that they can get to know better the international conditions 
and their effect on men's lives. It all sounds like the begin- 
ning of a great adventure and it only goes to show that you 
may not always find service on your doorstep but you have 
to go out to look for it. 


Planned Extension 


by PETER DANMERS 


The third in a series of articles on extending Toc H. 
written by men having first-hand experience. This one 
shows how a District Team can successfully tackle the job. 


T TEAM, in whose District no new units have 
been formed for some considerable time. is failing 
in its main responsibility. In 1952, we of East Devon found 
ourselves in just that position and decided to do something 
about it. We planned to start one new unit a year, with every 
Branch pledged to its part in nursing and fostering the ‘baby’ 
through its first twelve months, or as may be necessary. 
Over the years that have followed. we have developed a 
technique and learned much. Here is the when, how and 
where of it. 


First Visits 


Early in the year the local padres. schoolmaster and similar 
people are visited and told of our intentions (nothing so 
indefinite as hopes), and of Toc H too, if they do not already 
know it. We ask them to send us lists of chaps we might 
contact. It is pointed out, to padres in particular, that we 
have no wish to poach their keenest helpers—a local Toc H 
unit is an asset, and not some insidious liability. m 

Commencing during the first week in September, we visit. 
in pairs, each one on the list. Visiting in pairs is far more 
effective than solo. We emphasise the District, even if one 
Branch is doing the job, and the family relationships within 
and betwixt Branches, for this nips in the bud any local 
parochialism that may creep in. Callers give their names. 
explain that a new unit will be formed, by local men. early 
in the New Year, chat about Toc H, drawing from their own 
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lise fy Rage and, in the space of thirty minutes or 80, 
oes aa a fo the public meeting (avoid “inaugural” yet 
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i ich they hope 5 ie 
ani a DA provided this and that : Our two 
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š ks beforehand. undertake t 
é ast two or three wee, Š Susa 
fool dor him on the night, and depart to the next ‘victim’, 
O ce started, this calling must continue steadily until the 
n ` jn mid-January or early February. No posters, 


i ting in i ; NG 
TAA e local grape vine will do a better job, with 


little encouragement, and it is more personal. 
Golden Rules 


GoLDEN Rute No. 1: Do not attempt to tell him all about 
Toc H (as if you could!). Leave him sufficiently curious to 
come to your meeting for more—that's all. 

The invitation issues, as from the District, and mentions 
the names of his callers. We have found it good to enclose 
name tabs, like those used at conferences. 

For the informal public meeting, a local chairman, respected 
and popular, the best speaker possible to catch, their interest 
and a chosen mixture of Toc H types from various Branches, 
but not too many. 

The following week, the unit really starts, with the stalwarts 
who want to delve further. 


t will send on promptly any that i; 
k for other names, so that the list 


GoLpEN RuLE No, 2: They are not inured to Toc H yet 
so lead them gently, make it interesting and have them visit 
other units and be visited. As soon as they begin to pull, pay 
out the lead. 

Where to start? Any place/community, where Toc H is 
not, is where Toc H should be. Our first effort was in a 
village, part dormitory, of Exeter, with sixty-odd organisa- 
tions already there. Our second, a residential coastal resort 
complete with marked social strata—“you'll never mix them”, 
said several worthies—we did. The third, a post-war housing 
= a ek aie a country village far from the madding 

na another, trying its best not a 
encroaching city. P | 
GOLDEN RULE No. 3. Have a go. ! 
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Who's Who CENTRE EXECUTIVE 


DAVID GEORGE HEWLINGS 


Born at Highgate, in 1915, and educated at Cheltenham and 
Oueen's College, Oxford, it was after meeting Alec Paterson that 
David entered H.M. Borstal Service as a Housemaster, at Portland 
in 1938. During World War II he saw much 
service in many parts as a pilot of Sunderland 
flying-boats and was awarded the D.F.C., and 
A.F.C. In 1946 he again became a House- 
master, this time at Rochester, and later 
prepared the ground for the opening of a new 
Borstal institution at Hewell Grange. In 1948 
he was appointed Deputy Governor at Port- 
land and in November, 1949, returned to 
Hewell Grange as Governor. In 1955 he was 
appointed Chief Administrative Officer to 
Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield New Towns Development Corpora- 
tion. David's interest is mainly in people—especially when they are 
exploited—and he wishes he had more time for reading, music, 
sailing and enjoying his family. 


SIR (GEOFFREY) MILES CLIFFORD 


During World War I, Miles served in France and Flanders with 
the 7th Bn. London Regiment and the R.M.L.I. This was followed 
by a long period spent in the Nigerian Administrative Service 
(1921-42); Colonial Secretary, Gibraltar 
(1942-44); Chairman of Commission in Cyprus 
(1945); Colonial Office (1946) Governor and 
C.inC. Falkland Islands and Dependencies 
(1946-54). For these outstanding services he 
was awarded the K.B.E., C.M.G., and E.D. 

In addition to his work on the Central 
Executive where he represents especially 
Toc H interests on Tower Hill, his other 
interests and activities include: Fellow and 
Member of Council of the Royal Geographi- 
cal Society, Honorary Organiser, Menta] Health Research Fund, 
member of the London County Council, Committee of Management 
Trans-Antarctic Expedition and Honorary Secretary of the Migration 
Council. 
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Bill Goes On—III 


by JOHN DURHAM 


nis of this series have told how | 
RAP Davidson, after a tragic bereavement, agajn | 
ba the threads of Toc H. In last Month’; | 
Pe we left him agreeing, rather reluctantly, to ( 


attend a Power Conference. 


Earlier instalme 


cr, in the early afternoon of 
FEW WEEKS LATER, In thi n of a 
A very autumnal Saturday in October. I sat in my 
car waiting for Mike and Lofty. To be truthful I wasn’t very 
keen on this trip to one of the Power Conferences, and | 
e h thinking about it ; but now con. 


* bothered to do muc | 
s sÀ smote me. and I thought I had better do at least a 


; , home-work while I was waiting. So I took out 

K ect document I had been given. and began to read. 

“We shall be looking forward, rather than backward," I read, š 
Well, that was alright. “Hats off to the past, coats off to the 

future.” Oh help, I thought, are we going to be treated to 

“Tittle Arthur’s Book of Moral Maxims”? Perhaps it’s just i 
me, but I can't bear these uplift exhortations. I'm too con- 
foundedly critical, I suppose. I hurried on to the next para- 
graph. “Can anyone doubt that God made Toc H—or that He 
had a purpose for it?” Well, that was the kind of question 
that clearly expected the answer “No”. Did I really believe 
that God had made Toc H and had a purpose for it? I 
suppose I did. Certainly I believed that there had been a 
purpose for Toc H in those early days after the first world 
war, and that purpose must surely be what God wanted for 
the world. But things seemed so different now, and... . 


“Swanwick, please,” said a voice, “and you might step on 
it.” ' 


My not very profitable reflections had been interrupted by 
Lofty who. having thrown his bag into the back of the car, 
| was insinuating his length into the seat beside me. 


“You looked miles away, Bill. What was on your mind ?” 


| “Td been doing a bit of my homework for this thing. Lofty, 
is: and Pd been wondering how far I agreed with what's said 
here.” and I waved the paper at him. 
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“I see,” said Lofty, “like me you're a bit of the General 
Confession, ‘Left undone the things you ought to have done’. 
It's alright. [ think; but whoever said some of the things 
quoted in it was making pretty big claims. Give it to me a 
minute, will you? Just listen to this—'Christianity gave a 
new meaning to fellowship. Toc H gives a new meaning to 
Christian fellowship’. I do wish they’d tell you who said that. 
Was it someone who really knew his stuff, or some arm-chair 
theorist sitting in Francis Street? It makes a difference, you 
know.” 

“I can’t see that.” I replied. “It’s either true or untrue, 
whoever said it. And I’m not so sure about your Francis 
Street crowd. I don’t know any of them. but my experience 
of H.Q. blokes in most concerns is that they know their stuff. 
Most of them. I suppose, have been ordinary working mem- 
bers in their time? Do you know any of them ?” 

“Not know them. I’ve heard one or two of them speak. 
But you'll get your chance at Swanwick. I’m told that some 
of the bigwigs turn up at these Conferences ; H.Q. Staff and 
members of the Central Executive. Perhaps I'll have to alter 
my opinion ; but you know my views of H.Q. fellows, in and 
out of the Army.” 

There was a sound of running behind us, and 
looking round I could see Mike careering along 
the pavement clutching a large suitcase. 

“So sorry I’m late,” he panted, “I got held 
up 39 


“Going away for long?” asked 
Lofty, pointing at the large suit- 
case. 

“That’s what held me up. The 
handle of the small one broke, and 
] had to change them. This sort 
of thing always happens to me," he 
added plaintively. 

“I’m going to step on it for a bit, 
if I can,” I said. “I thought it'd be 
a good idea if we could get to Leicester in 
time for a cup of tea.” 

“Whose God is his belly,” murmured Lofty. = =~ 
“I wonder what the food will be like at 
Swanwick.” 
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good,” put in Mike, “Anybody like 
lunch yet. 
s invitation,” answered Lofty, | 


‘No, thank you very much’, | 
à an be nothing but No SA : 
n ad sleep, to fortify myself against the approaching | 
sha oy ‘he Conference. Please don't make too much noise | 
ame and he settled himself in the seat and closed his eyes | 


tat that he is. pulled out som 

ike, lik conscientious chap tha ° 

Mike, své Conference and began to read as he ate, 

a ae as very much traffic about, and ] was able to make 

sd time Ten miles short of Leicester I dug Lofty in the 

N bs “If you want some tea at Leicester. you'd better wake 
up and come alive. We're not far off. 


ay i me.” replied Lofty. “I have not been asleep, 
I ee heer n s with myself, and preparing a number 
of different speeches which I shall deliver at appropriate 
moments throughout the Conference. Did I hear you Say tea 
at Leicester? I would like a crumpet. but I don't suppose 
they'll have any. I once had a friend who couldn’t remember 
the difference between a crumpet and a muffin, so he always 
asked for ‘muffcrumps’. Intelligent, don’t you think ?” 


“Jf that’s a sample of the speeches you're going to deliver,” 
I said, “I’m sure you'll go down in a big way. They'll prob- 
ably put you on the Central Executive straight away.” 


“ye heard it’s pretty 
a sandwich? I’ve not had my 


“In view of that very generou 
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Everybody in Leicestershire seemed to be in Leicester that 
afternoon. and as soon as I spotted a café where I could leave 
the car I pulled up. “Somehow, Lofty, I don’t think you'll 
get your crumpets, but I'll stand you a cup of tea and a bun. 
We haven't much time if we're going to be there by six.” 


The tea was hot, and Lofty complained that I was trying to 
make him scald himself so that he wouldn’t be able to make 
any speeches ; but despite his protests we were on the road 


again in ten minutes. We got through to Derby alright, but 
then lost our way. 


Wy | “Tm sorry about this.” I said, “I thought I'd worked it out 
correctly on the map. Lofty, ask that chap coming towards 
us, will you?” i 
| 
H 
i 
| 


Surprisingly. the man wasn’t a ‘stranger in these ’ere parts’, 
and in about five minutes w 


e were on the long drive that leads 
to the Conference House. S 
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“Wealthy lot of people, these Toc H members,” said Lofty. 
“Look at that car. It must be a 1925 Daimler. Why don’t 


you have a decent car like that instead of a later model. and 
yours isn’t even a... .” 


I pul on the brakes smartly, and Lofty shot forward with 
a gasp and a muttered exclamation. 


“That'll ‘larn yer’, I hope,” I said. “Sorry, Mike, but these 
youngsters must be put in their place once in a while.” 


“You blooming well nearly put me out of mine.” protested 
Lofty. “Alright, alright, I take it all back. You've brought 
us here very nicely, and I thank you for the drive.” 


We checked in, received more bits of paper, were 
armed with labels attached to our persons, and 
despatched to our bedrooms. 


“Quadrangle,” said Mike. “Number 24. A 


Where are you?" 


“We're Quadrangle, too,” replied Lofty. 
“25 and 26. Well, they’ve got a bit of sense 
putting us all together in the same 
block. Don’t tell me they’re single 
rooms! My goodness me, they 
are!” and he opened the door 
into a small but quite comfortably 
furnished bedroom. “See you in 
about five minutes.” 


As we walked across to the main build- 
ing Lofty said, “I feel like a prize 
beast at the Smithfield Show with this 
identity label on. Tell me, Bill. do I 
look like one?” 


“PIL tell you later what you really 
look like. I can’t do it now. It’s not 
fit for general consumption.” 


A babel of voices hit our ears as 
we turned into the Lounge. 

“Here we go,” said Lofty. “Three 
Daniels in a den of lions.” 


JA- 


(To be continued.) 
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The Elder Brethren 


15, STANLEY George BOLT, aged 47, a member 


T.— On January a 
a sen Branch. Elected 18236. 
BRIGHTWELL.—On December 21, 


a member of Southgate Branch an 


RONALD BRIGHTWELL, aged 41 
d formerly of Martock. Elected 


In December, WILFRID CowLey, aged 38, a member of 
oral Elected September '38. sted 
we—On January 20, JOHN B. CROWE (‘Jim’), aged 63, a mem- 
E Plym Elected 25.4.47. 
ber of Plymstock pianeti ARNOLD NEWTON ELLIS, aged 48, a mem- 
noh. Elected 11,735, 
2, LEONARD AUGUSTUS ELLIS, aged 66, a mem- 
Branch. Elected 26.2.36. 


Elected 1.1.23. 
cember 12, JOHN FIELD, aged 76, a member of 


h. Elected 23.2.'46. 
Salcombe Branc GEoRGE HENRY HALL, aged 63, a member 


c Branch. Elected 21.1.48. 

am January 14, STEPHEN HARRIES, aged 73, a member 
of Ystradmynach Branch. Elected 30.4.51. 

HASLEHAM.—On January 13, GEORGE HERBERT HASLEHAM, aged 61, 
a member of Manchester Area General Members Branch. Elected 
EO January 5, FRED ISHERW00D, aged 58, a founder 
member of Horncastle Branch, a member of the Lincolnshire Area 
Executive and Toc H Builders’ Hon. Secretary, Elected 23.1.°30. 

JENKINSON.—On December 29, THOMAS WILLIAM JENKINSON, aged 
78, a member of Northallerton Branch. Ejected 16.12.'53, 

KeNCHINGTON.—On December 20, WILLIAM WALTER KENCHINGTON, 
aged 59, a member of Preston Hall Branch. Elected 5.3.’28. 

MaRSH.—On December 23, ALBERT EDGAR MARSH, aged 70, a 
member of Underwood Branch. Elected 3.2.'50, 

MAUNDER.—On January I, WILLIAM JAMES MAUNDER, aged 5], a 
member of Wincanton Branch. 

Mitts.—On January 13, EDWARD MILLS, aged 85, a member of 
Middleton-on-Sea Branch. Elected August 1944. 

PHiLPOTT.—On January 16. BERTRAM EDWARD PHILPOTT, aged 70, 
a member of Holt Branch. Elected 6.1.'49, 

Poote—On December 29, Harry PooLE (‘Uncle’), aged 93, for 
many years Treasurer of Sneyd Green Branch. 

Rorer.—On January 7, ROLAND SAXBY ROPER, aged 59, a member 
of Wellingborough Branch. Elected 12.11.48. ; 

RuMBoLD.—On January 3, YOUTH HORACE RUMBOLD aged 60, a 
rounder member = Wilton Branch. Elected 10.8.48. [ ? 

HOMAS.—On December E: 
of Old Pendhaw Branch, EN THOMAS, aged 58, a member 
HOMPSON.—On January 13, HUBE 

member of Ferndown Branch, Bet új = 0 
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In Memoriam: George Hasleham 


G MANY FRIENDS will have been both grieved 
I and relieved by the news of his sudden death. 
A painful and prolonged illness had necessitated an early 
retirement and several operations, the most recent in Decem- 
ber last, involving the amputation of both his legs. 


He joined Toc H in Manchester in 1926 and played a big 
part in extension work in the Area. When his firm trans- 


ferred him to South Wales this continued right up to his 
enforced retirement. 


To visit him during his illness was a refreshment. He never 
talked about his own troubles nor did he allow incapacity to 
imprison him. By correspondence he kept in touch with a 
vast number of friends and by the same method did an Area 
job. In all this his charming wife was a tower of strength to 
him. We salute a Happy Warrior. E.S.D. 


NOTA BENE 


Here the Founder Padre sets down a true fale and stresses 
the fundamental importance in a mobile world of possessing 
“the pig-headed patience” to record names and addresses. 


AST-BOUND ERE CHRISTMAS, that invincible high- 

wayman sea-fog challenged and halted ships both 
great and small. Radar became as blind as love or justice, 
and the Port Pilot could but practise patience. Lost shepherds 
are more tragic than lost sheep. 


When inactivity is past endurance, then lay aside reserve 
and pay more heed to cultivating friendship with such 
strangers as are in no less hurry than yourself. When ships 
lie spell-bound off the Wirral coast, with intermittent wailings 
of their sirens, Heaven's staff-work has a lesson up its sleeve, 
which will send you ashore a happier man. 


I owe to that sea-fog, and to God’s Grace, a conversation 
which I long shall cherish. 
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a llo senger, spare in 
fellow pas 5 

I asked he if he’d come across 
he owed a lot to it. 4 
before and after a big 
from his home, and frien 
He came to notice that a Scho 
to the Ward twice weekly, di 
catholic miscellany o 
been passed by with just a 
found the time had come to mak 
master most heartily agreed. 

Thus, twice a week they met for two long months. Since 
reading was not yet restored to him, the Schoolmaster surpris. | 
ingly allotted time he could ill afford to this one bedside. He | 
had himself been through an operation in the same Ward, 
He had come back, when fit, and had got leave from the 
Hospital Authorities to pay these regular bi-weekly visits. 
His School was local—not too far to come. Besides, he was | 
a member of Toc H. + 

The sick man asked him to explain Toc H. The School- 
master obeyed, but not at any length. More aspects of Toc H | 
came shyly in. The appetite was fed, not surfeited. | 
_ The local Toc H team, though much reduced during and | 
since the War, was few but stubborn, and eyes were in the | 
boat through thick and thin. They would rebuild, like their 
Guild Church in London. 


x * x 


„AI this, and more, came back to my informant. I asked 

i him ton his name and his address. Could he recall the School- 

Ñ s s. n yes! He aS that after he got well again, 

journeys were his constant duty; a | 

| got out of touch with him. S 1 
I Having the pig-headed patience to record names 

i - and 

|. ae in a mobile world is wholly fundamental in Toc H. 

ji: die ey Mc eu persuaded to fill in slips after 
a : 

| would never have been N i a. 

M I wrote that morni 
| I tosiny, tisis S N sehooliastess and gave the 
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„When the fog lifted, we came up the Mersey, and found 
Jim Green waiting at Gladstone Dock. The man, who wished 
to make a contribution towards Toc H and go upon his way 
with a clean conscience, is now a newborn member of Toc H 
and will soon find his way towards All Hallows. Body and 
soul, he’s in, and in for keeps. TuBBy. 


BRANCH BANNERS 
XXIX GLOUCESTER 
Contributed by GUY CRYER 


= S twenty-five years ago we 

completed a job-of-work and 
in doing so made happy a gracious 
old Gloucester lady, a Miss 
Daubeny, who then took a very 
great interest in the welfare of the 
blind. She was grateful and, as we 
had then attained Branch status. 
promised to make and present to 
us a banner worked in silk. 

This banner would bear, inter 
alia, the bat’s wings, the device of 
a very old French family. the 
D’Aubigny, from which she was 
‘descended. She explained to me that during the Crusades. one 
Phillipe D’Aubigny, a knight. was slain at the entrance lo the 
Holy Sepulchre. 

Aubigny is a small village on the River Scarpe between 
Arras and St. Pol and. as a matter of fact, I lived there for a 
while during World War I. During the last war my son, Peter. 
was married in Cairo and arranged to spend his honeymoon in 
Jerusalem. I wrote asking him to go to the Holy Sepulchre. 
to lift a grating at the top of the steps, to scrape away the 
accumulation of dust and he would find the name of Phillipe 
D’Aubigny, an ancestor of a kind old Gloucester lady. It was 
there. Miss Daubeny has since passed on but she will long 
be remembered by the blind and Gloucester Branch. 
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Conversation Piece—3 
by JACK HARRISON 


illi investments we've 
. Well, Fillip. what about these inve got 
mu A up. Pwhy not sel] them to pay our way? 
LLIPI P give you a bit of advance information. Here's a 
š l summary of the Balance Sheet at October 31, 1956. 


Invested in: — 


Funds: — 
£137,214-£24,397 Investments 
; depreciation of and Cash 112.817 
investments) (Market Values) 
Chaplaincies 79,998 
Wakefield 10,000 
Special Purposes 22,819 
112,817 112.817 
Capital: — Buildings, 
(£217,277-£1 1.603 Furniture 
depreciation of and Cars 152.790 
investments) 
Fixed 152.790 
Earmarked 45.344 Investments, 
Free 7.540 Cash and other 
205,674 Current Assets 95,809 
Reserves and (Market Values) 
Creditors 42,925 
£361,416 £361,416 


ALF: Let’s have a look. Coo. Jim’s right—look at that. 
| A total of £360,000. Well. Fillip, have you been 
| leading us up the garden? 

FILLIP: No, Alf. I’ve meant every word I’ve said to you. 
ii Let's examine these figures. Let's start here... 
i ALF: Chaplaincies £79,998! No wonder we're hard up, 

paying all that out to our Padres! 
JIM: Don't be a twerp, Alf. Even I know that’s a capital 
fund, not a total of salaries paid out. 

Yes, Jim, that money was given by a few people on 
condition that was invested so as to provide an 
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ALF: 


FILLIP: 


JIM: 


FILLIP: 


ALF: 


FILLIP : 


ALF: 
JIM: 


ALF: 


FILLIP: 


ALF: 


FILLIP : 


ALF: 


FILLIP: 


annual income. That income is to be used to help 
provide Padres for the Staf. 

We can’t spend that lot then Fillip? 

No, my lad, we can’t. Neither can we spend the 
next bit covering the Wakefield endowment of 
£10,000 because that's given towards the upkeep of 
the Old House. 

What about the next item—special purposes £22,819. 
Why don’t we spend that? 

Yes, we can spend that, but only on the special 
purposes for which the money has been given—Not 
for any other purpose. Part of it is Chaplaincy 
income which has accumulated over a number of 
years because some of the Chaplaincies have not 
been filled... . 

Well why haven’t they? What’s the Administrative 
Padre for but to find men for these jobs? 

Be fair, Alf. That's one of his many jobs certainly. 
But haven't you heard how every Church in England 
has been gasping for men during these last ten or 
fifteen years? They're as scarce as roses at Christ- 
mas ! 

Give me the roses every time. 

Maybe so, Alf. But if the Churches can’t get ’em, 
Toc H must stand much less chance. And that will 
mean this income must accumulate until men can be 
found. 4° 

We're learning things. How about this figure— 
Capital Account £205,000. It’s enough to build 
another Calder Hall. 

Well, come on, lets see how that’s made up. This 
“Fixed Capital” £152,790, that’s all spent on build- 
ings, cars and furniture which we can't sell because 
we want to use them for our work. 

Couldn’t we sell just an odd Mark now and then, so 
as to keep us going? 

No, Alf. -The Marks were for the most part given 
specially for that particular purpose and we are not 
permitted to sell them and use the cash for any other 
purpose. 

O.K. It stands to reason if we’ve got to use them 
we can’t sell them. In that case why don’t we chalk 
em off so that chaps like me don’t get misled? 
Well, that's an idea Alf. Anyway you see we can't 
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shat money. In the same way we cant sell the | 
use pr We can't sell the beds from under the | 
furniture. we sell the cars we slow down 


. Andi te 
Lipa) aie je it all the more difficult for them 


to do their job. 
im: But what about 
- £96,000. Thaťs a lot o: 
el i to it now 
FILLIP; Well, we're getting down to 3 | 
ALF: It’s about time. Pm lost in a smog. 
k Nip. Now on the one side you have Investments and | 
Y FILLIP; lued at £95,809, and out of this 


ent assets va ; 
jz got to meet the reserves and creditors of 


on the other side. M 
JIM: ig still leaves £53,000, and whilst it’s not as 
much as I thought was available it’s still a tidy sum, 
FILLIP: We're getting on. But that isn’t the end. You see 
this figure of £45,344 “earmarked in the Capital 
Account? That includes such things as special Lay 
endowments, and proceeds of sales of buildings we 
hope one day to replace. That has to come out of 
the £95,809 as well and that leaves £7,540 only avail- 
able for anything we like. 
ALF: Why don’t they tell us these things—we wouldn't 
grouse so much if we knew about them. 
FILLIP: Listen, Alfred. Do you read the Annual Reports 
every year ? 
ALF: Well, no. I can't be bothered with all that stuff. 
There's too much of it. 
FILLIP: Precisely. If you'd taken the trouble to read the 


these investments and cash, near] 
f money. Surely we can use 


ra Reports yowd have seen that all this sort of thing 
i has been said already. 
j uM: £7,540 isn't a lot. How long will that last? 


S FILLIP: Well, look at it this way. Our expenditure averages 
£1,250 per week. So it means we have six weeks' 
expenses in hand. Were committed to a years 
expenditure of £65,000 so we must find at least 
ge to come out all square with no free reserve 
eft. 

i ALF: Well, we need it all to finance the Family then, and 

we are in fact living from hand to mouth. I’ll never 

Ë say again that we ought to move forward in faith. 


| It seems to me that's just what we are doing and 
| " have been doing for years. 
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A SAILOR’S IMPRESSIONS 


by Rear-Admiral F. R. J. MACK, C.B., C.B.E. 


A SOME FORTY YEARS in the Royal Navy, living 
on board ships, visiting foreign countries, and 
meeting all sorts of people, when the time comes to retire it 
is guite a change to know that, emergencies excepted, your 
future movements are no longer in the hands of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty! For me, as for the majority, 
it was a great wrench to leave the good fellowship of the sea. 
1 wanted to take up fresh interests but had no idea what to do. 

I soon heard that there was a vacancy on the staff of the 
Royal Hospital and Home for Incurables, Putney. The 
Hospital was founded over 102 years ago, but I must confess 
I was put off by the name and my first reaction was that the 
atmosphere of such an institution would be so depressing 
that my Irish temperament would wilt under the strain and 
I would not fit into the scheme of things. I was persuaded 
however to come to Putney to see for myself. 


Atmosphere 

The day of my visit was a bleak January morning with a 
pea-soup fog blacking out practically everything, in fact I 
could not have seen the Hospital under worse conditions. 
But I soon found that this long-established Home does not 
take its atmosphere from the outside elements, it is quite 
independent of these. 

I was met by the Secretary and the warmth of his greeting 
on that cold January morning was my first indication that the 
Royal Hospital and Home for Incurables had something. 
What that something was became more and more evident as 
the Secretary—a Brigadier with a distinguished war record— 
showed me round. There was such a splendid atmosphere of 
happiness on all sides. 

He introduced me to the Matron whose approach to her 
most responsible post impressed me deeply. I felt the Hospital 
was in good hands. I also met some of the patients and the 
Brigadier explained that practically every one of them comes 
downstairs each day, the majority of course by lift, in their 
wheel chairs. In each case the patients to whom I spoke 
were physically crippled but whether they were in their 
thirties, fifties or seventies they were mentally alert and 
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d into the conversation with an enthusiasm and g00g 
in 


TL . infectious. 
| humour Q now since my first walk round and 
: It is nearly 2 Yor vel at the bravery of these people who 
š I never — to spend the rest of their lives in Hospital yet 

know they "ea active interest in day to day affairs and talk 
; me sa maa places not so far afield which they have never 
tte A: che 


ak r hope to see. 

N: a ae ae ite staff I was tackled by one of the 
i Soon ne William Tavender. whom I noticed was wearin 
t patients, oka He is one of the few patients at the Hospital 
S korn and seldom have I met a more energetic man, 
moi edits the Hospital magazıne and is always ready to hel 
; activity which I or any other member of the staff is 
in ns Being a voluntary hospital there is always some 
Sai or other on hand to raise funds which are greatly 
needed to carry on the good work. 


Toc H Branches 


_ Secretary of the Toc H Branch, my friend Bill 
Bos had ne fixed to give a talk to the members, 
I was glad and proud to have the opportunity of telling them 
something about the Royal Navy. The Toc H Chairman, 
Mr. Frank Standen, was evidently an old hand at taking 
charge of meetings for everything went very smoothly and 
happily. Mr. Standen, who has a nice sense of humour, has 
been a patient in the Hospital for eighteen years. You will 
see a photograph of him with other members on the cover 
page of this number. Miss M. Buckler is the Hon. Secretary 
of the Women's Toc H Branch in the Hospital and I am due 
to give a talk to its members shortly. Both these Toc H 
Branches are very live bodies and well uphold the fine 
principles on which this splendid organisation thrives and 
does such good work. 

Altogether we have some 260 patients of whom about 60 
are men and I count myself very fortunate indeed to have 
met them and made them my friends. Their splendid 
courageous outlook on life is an inspiration and if any of you 
readers have the opportunity to pay the Hospital a visit 
please do. It will give you something to think about and I 
can assure you it will give you a feeling of exhilaration. 
There is no gloom at the Royal Hospital and Home for 
Incurables, Putney. 
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Bridgehead in Birmingham 


by F. G. CHESWORTH 


A STRANGER walking in Edgbaston, one of Birming- 
ham’s more prosperous districts, on a recent 
Saturday afternoon, would have been struck by the sight of a 
cluster of press-photographers and a double-line of parked 
cars in Gough Road. These were the only outward signs that 
something unusual was happening at No. 113, but inside the 
house was tightly packed with a distinguished company of 
visitors who had come to witness the Lord Mayor of Birming- 
ham officially open “The Bridgehead” as a home for young 
lads. 

The plans for providing such a home go back some six 
years to when a few Birmingham Toc H members, anxious 
to prevent delinquency among young working boys in their 
city, decided to do something practical about it. There were 
times “between the idea and the reality” when it seemed that 
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BRIDGEHEAD IN BIRMINGHAM 


oblems would prove insoluble, but Wit 
hness they plodded on with their pla 
he project has been realised. » 

A suitable house has been found, purchased and adapteg 
to the lines of a residential club—not unlike a Toc H Mark 
—and which eventually some twenty lads will be able to call 
‘home’. Practical support for the venture has been given b 
Rotarians and Rover Scouts while both the Chief Constable 
and the Principal Probation Officer have themselves stressed 
the need for such a house and are giving it their whole-hearteg 
support. Thanks to the efforts of Alderman Apps. the Lord 
Mayor of Birmingham, his friends in the furniture trade have 
most generously undertaken its furnishing. 

Although the youngsters who come to live at “The Bridge 
head” will pay for their keep according to their means T 
scheme cannot hope to become completely self-supporting and 
the Bridgehead Association will need considerable financi I 
support both by donations and annual membership sub 
scriptions to provide a regular income for maintenance and 


running expenses. 
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HOLIDAY WEEKS 


Ba. 
Conferences at Week-ends | 


: jshi to share in “T 
: bationers wishing +oc H 
and a 1 Purpose” should first enguire the 
addresses pok on page re Those 
k ing Conferences al Week-e 
i ake part in the following ` de nds 
ae oe sn only) should write to the Area Secretary 


i invitation. 
ed. requesting an Invi m 
concern q Manchester Area Rally. Day Training College, 
DAL: 5 North-Western Area. Derby Hall, Liverpool. 
na A South-Eastern London District, Mark XXII. 
ner k District, Southern London. 
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May n Se Rone District, South-Eastern London, 

May 12 " Cornwall Conference. Duporth. St, Austell, 

May 1871 Sussex Arca. Elfinsward, Haywards Heath. 

May 25-26 Shooters Hill District, South-Eastern London, 
June 15 Wandle District. Croydon, S. London. 

July 6 South Wales and Western Area. Caerleon College, 
July Fe Toc H Scouters at Jamboree, Sutton Park. 
Senh 28 Northern Area Rally, Durham. 

October 5-6 South-Western Area Conlerence, Westward Ho! 


V- 


SWELL YOUR| | “The e Spring 
BRANCH FUNDS | (nee 


We welcome the start 


by collecting all your old of Spring with 

KNITTED WOOLLENS Swinburne’s colourful 
{hand or machine knitted) lines and the publication of 
worn or torn, Pullovers, the Spring Number of 


babies’ woollies, socks, 


scarves, etc. Also woollen N EW FO R U M 


underwear and old white 

wool blankets. Send us This issue contains a 
your parce! now. wide selection of articles 
to provoke intelligent men 
and women into 
discussion and action. 


F. A. BLAKELEY Obtainabla from: 


— == 6 


(WODLLENS) LIMITED TOC H PUBLICATIONS DEPT. 
= wal MILLS, RAYENSTHORPE 47 FRANCIS STREET, SW! 
r Dewsbury Yorks. Tel. Dewsbury 17 Is. Od. per issue. 4s. 6d. per annum 
ey 
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DIRECT from AREAS 


SOUTH WESTERN—This month's news mainly concerns Exten- 
sion taking place in certain parts of the Area. After a lot of 
preliminary work. first meetings have been held at East Budleigh, 
Alphington (Excter) and Winsham, and high hopes are entertained of 
establishing groups in these places. Anyone knowing of likely con- 
tacts in any of these three is asked to get into touch with: East 
Budleigh, W. J. Clerk, ‘Barnhays’, Little Knowle, Budleigh Salterton, 
Devon: Alphington, A. J. Parkhouse, 26 Toronto Road, Exeter; 
Winsham, R. J. Brown, 70 Jocelyn Way, Chard, Somerset. A few 
men are meeting together regularly at Axminster, in the hope of 
re-starting the Axminster unit. Likely contacts please to J. Runton, 
The Flat, 3 Lyme Street, Axminster, Devon. GILBERT FRANCIS. 


WEST MIDLANDS—Most Branches in the Area have been 
involved in Hungarian Relief schemes over the past three months. 
Kidderminster Branch have helped with the inauguration of a club 
for the disabled. Stourbridge, Netherton, and Dudley Branches were 
responsible for the distribution of gifts to the patients at Restwood 
Sanatorium on Christmas morning. Edgbaston had a very good party 
in the New Year for their old people’s club. Evesham Branch have 
helped with the formation of a Branch of U.N.A. The film units at 
Stourbridge, Hednesford, and Worcester have been extremely busy. 
Solihull Branch had their annual party for the Blind presided over 
by the Mayor of Solihull. Ebbw Vale choir visited Stourbridge to 
aid Toc H funds and the Bishop of Worcester’s appeal. The District 
party at Lye was attended by about 200 people—members and their 
familics and everyone was extremely interested to hear a short account 
of his country from Sylvester Mukasa, a Toc H member from Uganda. 

Bos PURDY. 


YORKSHIRE—A first meeting of a new unit has been held at 
Rotherham and names of contacts would be welcomed by R. A. 
Burns, “Airmyn", Church Lane, Bramley, Rotherham. Dewsbury 
have been recognised as a group: their Secretary is Maurice Green- 
hough, c/o 67 Hollinroyd Road, Dewsbury. After a chequered start. 
Bradford now have a regular meeting room, and there is every 
chance of a successful Branch being formed. The Secretary is 
E. Pickles, 4 Duckworth Terrace, Bradford, 9. Congratulations to 
Cleckheaton who received their Lamp in January. Shipley recently 
held their annual song contest, and invited Huddersfield District 
Branches to compete. Rawthorpe carried off the shield. Bridlington 
continue their good work with the disabled, and recently held an 
exhibition of the handicraft work done by them. Ayton recently 
celebrated their first birthday as a Branch. The new groups at 
Bailiff Bridge and Sowerby are making good progress. Names of 
possible contacts at Thorne or Starbeck (near Harrogate) would be 
welcome. Joun MADDOCK. 
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x towards Extension is being done 
gon ab and Thorntree. By means ob 
ring cheer to the home-bound and 
6 mm. projector for their hospital 
the Guest-speaker at a gathering at 
District and he also spoke at 
Blackhill. Newbiggin-by-Se, 
Acklam and Norton-on-Tegs 
g friends, aged from ten to 
1 help with jobs. More 

CHARLES Young, 


RTHERN—Recce’ | ) 
neon. Marske eo 
-recorder North m i 
Tyneside District now have . 
work. Johnnie MacMillan p ho 
Stanley arranged by N.W.. an m 
District ene al AR. 
have their ow 2 arter 
Branche? have both acquired some yo Ee 

fifteen, who meet for hobbies ang games 
details of this development later. 


= anch at Ruislip received its Lamp ata | 
W. LONDON The nany members in the District on January 
Guest:nig siven in memory of Eric Puddefoot, was bestowed 
30. The Lamp. £ irman. and dedicated by Padre John 


: q hairma 1 2 
by Leslie Groen, te y an amusing and stimulating talk. Eric 
Durnam an and Treasurer of Ruislip Branch (the parent unit), and | 
was Cha joy to have his parents with us on this occasion. 
it png P à revival of Toc H at Worcester Park, where a group 
has bea recognised. They are meeting wcekly and making great 


i ir S . The Secretary is C. A. Sage, 92 
ts to build up thcir strength. T Sage, 
n, Worcester Park, Surrey. MAYNE ELSON, 


South-East Kent District really ‘went to town" in helping 
N pol of Ashlord at Christmas. In a procession through the 
town on a number of nights before Christmas for the purpose of | 
collecting toys, Toc H asked to be allowed to include a pantechnicon 
to collect foodstuffs for aged people and needy families. The grand 
result of this was the distribution of 250 Christmas food parcels, 
Under the leadership of the Mayor of Hythe a small committee of 
Toc H members and others has worked out plans for the inaugura- 
tion of Wakefield Day, in remembrance of Lord Wakefield who did 
so much not only for Toc H but the town of Hythe itself. The 
Lord Mayor of London will speak at the Civic Assembly at midday | 
and the evening gathering will be essentially Toc H in character, 
The date is Monday, May 6. CYRIL CATTELL. 


S. & SE. LONDON— Biggin Hill have held their annual Old 
People’s Party at which 170 old folk were present. Owing to the 
petrol shortage, only some fifty guests were taken to the party by 
car, the rest having to walk. Entertainment was provided by the 
Mayfair concert party and H.M. The Queen replied to a message of 
loyalty sent from the Party. Bromley District held a Saturday Con- 
ference on January 26, at which thirty members were present. This 
was planned as a follow-up of last year’s Power Conferences. Rex 
Calkin spoke on “The Wider Family of Toc H”, and the new film- 
strip of the Old House was shown. Green Street Green distributed 
parcels of groceries to some of the less fortunate members of the 
community at Christmas-time. Norwood Branch recently helped 
the Norwood Welfare Fund to entertain to tea just over a hundred 
old people. This was followed by a three-hour Variety show. The 
ue s eatin also gave valuable support in waiting at table. 
A e Branch is also working with the Lambeth Old People's Welfare 

ssociation. SAM EVANS 
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Each boy gets a birthday card and a gift from the unit on his birth- 
day. The photograph shows the excited audience at the film show 
during this year’s party. The Branch has also acquired a tape recorder 
and accompanied the local football club when they went to South- 
ampton for the Cup Match. They have travelled to Kettering on 
the same ‘stunt’. The tape is played back to supporters in Weymouth 
hospitals. Visitors and friends in Portsmouth please note! The Lunch 
Club has been resurrected. We mect at Kimbell’s Restaurant, Com- 
mercial Road, as before, on the 3rd Monday of the month and the 
meal starts at 1 o'clock prompt. BoB KNIGHT. 


BEDS. £ HERTS.—"If we cat. sleep, argue and pray together for 
twenty-four hours we shall never be the same again—and a very 
good thing. too!” wrote Padre Clifford Pollard, when inviting mem- 
bers of his District to a week-end conference at Diocesan House, 
St. Albans, the theme being, “The Branch in Action’. Members 
from Batford, Dunstable and Luton kept to a full programme 
culminating in practical suggestions for local extension which should 
bear fruit soon. West Herts. District are continuing their effort 
towards a group at Chesham and would welcome more suggestions 
for contacts: write to C. Pratt, 75 Shrubland Avenue, Berkhamsted. 
At Christmas, Wolverton visited 130 homes with gifts for sick and 
elderly people. Sandy marked their tenth birthday by inviting neigh- 
bouring Branches to a service conducted by Padre C. F. Pollard. 
followed by a session at which “Ches', Editor of the JOURNAL. was 
the Guest Speaker, and the problems of extension were fully dis- 
cussed. North Bucks District are planning the re-start of a Branch 
at Stony Stratford and Ashley Shouler, 27 Osborne Road, Wolver- 
ton, would welcome names and addresses of ‘contacts’. 

FRANK R. FIGG. 
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A „oup has been started al Sandige 
NOTTS. & DERBY A men s Erank Kirk, 153 Welbeck Rone 
Nottingham, who would be glad A Te of any 
zewell Branch is launching an exhibition of Children's | 
contacts. Bakens d are still managing to supply transport to tako | 
rt, West Hen A ial evening. Kirkby Branch provide accom. | 
cripples regulat y, 


n in their 
modatio so far have 


Newsheet ca 


33) 
Sufolk Free Press, Sudbury 


Re-kindlinz the Sudbury Branch Limp. (l. to r. the Mayor of Sudbury, John 
Barter (Chairman). Reg Smith (Area Sec), Len Wickerson (Treasurer).) 


EAST ANGLIA—A qucue formed early to book scats for the 
annual Toc H Pantomime at Mildenhall. The script was written by 
a member and six performances given by the all-male cast of mem- 
bers from Mildenhall and Beck Row Branches. All bookable seats 
were sold within an hour or so and the proceeds, £200, go to provide 
parties and outings for Old People and to the Family Purse. Appeals 
launched by Clacton and Holland-on-Sea Branches have progressed 
so well that orders have been placed for TV sets to be installed on 
the Barrow Deep and Mid-Barrow lightships. Members of the two 
Branches were aboard the Clacton and Walton lifeboats when they 
look Christmas fare and presents to the lightships. Saffron Walden 
Branch’s tape recorder has been active playing-back recordings to 
hospital patients and bed-ridden folk. The Bury St. Edmunds Branch 
has recently entertained eighty deaf and dumb people. The special 
recording made by a Yorkshire Branch was played to Beccles mem- 
bers as they stood by their Lamp on the occasion of the World 
Chain of Light. REG SMITH. 
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SLEAFORD WOOD-CHOPPERS 
Members of Sleaford (Lincs.) Branch having secured two tons of disused railway 


sleepers, duly sawed, chopped, bundled. and distributed fire-wood to some 800 aged 
und needy folk in their town, 


SUSSEX—Felpham teen-age members have been busy looking into 
ways of giving expression to the term ‘creative jobmastery’. These 
have included a careful study of existing jobs and the setting up of 
a Discovery Team. Our new start at Yapton is full of promise. The 
average attendance so far has been about a dozen men and the 
‘mixture’ is first-rate. Recommendations for recognition as Branches 
have been made in respect of the Rustington and Wisborough Green 
groups. CYRIL CATTELI.. 


WALES —For the fifth consecutive year Roath (Cardiff) Branch 
gave a party to over fifty spastic children and their parents. Roath 
are particularly proud of this annual event as they were the first 
people in the country to get spastic children together. Cefn Coed 
(Merthyr Tydfil) Branch have also given a party—in their case to old 
people and this was also their twenty-first annual party. At the 
beginning of this year the Branch completed twenty years service to 
the local hospital. Llandudno Branch is also concerned with old 
people and has just held their fifticth Sunday evening service at a 
local old people’s home. BRIAN KINGSLEY-DAVIES. 


E. LONDON—At a recent Guest-night held by Hackney, a 
“prisoner” (who bore a strong resemblance to a respected member 
of the Arca Executive) was realistically tried on a “serious charge”. 
The prosecution's case, however, proved unconvincing to the Jury, 
which brought in a verdict of ‘not guilty’, but added a recommenda- 
tion that the prisoner should take them out to dinner and give half 
his ill-gotten gains to the Family Purse. Amongst several London 
Branches which have been learning something about the problems 
of multiple sclerosis is Buckhurst Hill, and they sponsored a meeting 
to start a local branch of the Multiple Sclerosis Society. 

Mayne ELSON. 
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films. 


Cinema Manager, by an afternoon of 
Mayne Exson, 


Bristol Toc H Film Society members at their social evening. | 


— Mark XVI, Swindon, has now been completely re. | 
ea A room in the cellar has been converted into a very 
business-like workshop, and another small room is being made into 
a dark-room. Marksmen are interesting themselves in the prepara- 
tion of a large house for an Old People’s Home. Fifty, local folk 
have been persuaded by Street Branch to become uncles’ or ‘aunts’ 
to the boys of Dr. Barnardo's Home at Temple Combe. Weston- 
Super-Mare and the Area wish God speed to Roger Harding and his 
family who have left for Australia. FRED BROOKER. 


LAKELAND—Many Branches have been active during the past 
few months in connection with Hungarian relicf. Some have partici- 
pated in collecting cash, others have collected, sorted and forwarded 
clothing to Refugee centres, while notably in West Cumberland 
atlempts have been made to find opportunities of employment and 
homes for the refugees. We mourn the death of Canon Sam Taylor, 
one of Toc H's pioneers in these counties. Branches in several towns 
and villages enjoyed his presence and support over the years. He 
had retired to his native Cartmel, where under the shadow of its 
Priory, though dogged by ill-health. he completed his book, “Cart- 
mel. People and Priory“.* This was published last year by Titus 
Wilson Lid., of Kendal. and is redolent of his love for his native 
countryside and deep concern for his fellow-men. Harry Mycroft. 
Vicar of Kirkby Stephen, and a former Area Secretary, is moving to 
the Parish of Dalton-in-Furness, where Toc H has had fruitful associa- 
tions over many years. Everyone's good wishes accompany him to 
his new field of activity, TAIN FRASER. 


* Reviewed in the Spring Number of New Forum. 
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TINGS 


The Editor welcomes letters on all matters concerning 
Toc H. For reasons of space the right is reserved to 
shorten letters submitted, and every effort is made to 
print a representative selection from those received. 


PAKDE NANA IAI O OU 


Readers Necded 


MONGST the 80,000 blind 

people in this country there 
are many who, though they make 
full use of the increasing quantity 
of Braille literature, would im- 
mensely appreciate the help of 
a sighted reader in keeping 
abrcast with current affairs and 
with developments in their own 
profession. 

The National Federation of the 
Blind is making an effort to find 
voluntary readers who, in their 
own localities, would be pre- 
pared to devote some time to 
this interesting task. The need is 
particularly felt in areas where 
the Federation has its own 


branches—Birmingham, Bristol, 
Ipswich, Leeds, Leicester, 
London, Manchester, Medway. 
Merseyside. Oxford, Reading, 


Sheffield and Shrewsbury. 

It would be a very real help if 
Toc H Branches in these and 
other areas would consider this 
need and send to the National 
Federation of the Blind (at 121 
Victoria Street. London, S.W.1) 
the names of any voluntary 
readers who would be prepared 
to join a panel, 

Jonn F. WILSON. 
President. 


Ray Johnson Memorial 


HE NEWS of the sudden 
death of Ray Johnson (late 
chairman of O&TV Area and 
Surrey) came as a shock to all 


OPEN HUSTINGS 


who knew him. His many friends, 
wishing to create a memorial to 
his memory. have started a Ray 
Johnson Memorial Fund. Will 
any friends of Ray's who have 
not already been approached, and 
any who may wish to make a 
donation to the Fund, please 
send their mites to Jack Harrison, 
at H.Q., clearly stating that they 
wish the money to be placed in 
the Ray Johnson Memorial Fund. 

The object of the Fund is that, 
for as long as the money lasts, 
a member from O&TV and/or 
Surrey will be assisted in making 
a pilgrimage to the Old House 
each year. Thank you. 

JOHN WILSON. 

Beaconsfield, Bucks. 


A Toc H Week? 


ANY PEOPLE have no idea 

what Toc H means, or what 
it stands for. they regard us as 
some sort of secret society with 
a strange name. 

I wonder if the possibility of 
having one week, at the same 
time each year, set aside as 
“Toc H Week" for a national 
effort, has ever been discussed by 
members. The date could be 
chosen because it has some Toc H 
significance. Then Branches or 
Districts could make a special 
attempt to enlist public sympathy 
with our aims, and possibly en- 
courage those who find Toc H 
can fill a part of their lives, to 
join us. 

A date in Summer would be a 
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Knottingley Branch, 
West Yorks. 


Seaside Camp 
MAY we of the North War- 
wickshire District Team 
enquire if any Branch or Dis- 
trict in a Coastal Area 1s able 
and willing to co-operate with us 
in providing a Seaside Holiday 
for boys from the Industrial 
Midlands who would otherwise 
not get a holiday away from 
home. 

Our idea at the moment is that 
we should provide funds and per- 
sonnel to look after the boys if 
the ‘Seaside’ Branch could arrange 
for a site and tents, etc., or better 
still allow us the use of their 
Headquarters for accommodation. 
The number of boys would 
naturally depend on the amount 
of the funds we were able to 
accumulate, and perhaps the 
amount of accommodation avail- 
able, but we are thinking at the 
present of about twelve to 
eighteen boys in the eleven to 
fifteen age-group, 

Last year we were able to co- 
Operate in a similar scheme ex- 
cellently organised by Toc H in 
Jersey and the joy it gave to the 
boys we were able to send, con- 
vinces us that it is a job well 
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worth doing and the satisfac: 
of secing the results would asao 
repay any Branch or Branch? 
for their efforts in helping us es 
give a repeat performance for 
further batch of boys, a 
However little you think i 
can do, drop us a linc, and ea 
be your little will prove v- 


1 m 
greater than you think! uch 
F. J. Porrs. 
9 Oaks Road, Secretary. 


Kenilworth. 


Pat’s Thanks 


Now that I am leaving this 
country, I would be ver 
grateful if you would kindly allow 
me, through the JOURNAL, to ex. 
press my thanks and deep appre. 
ciation for the warm welcome 
and kindness shown to me by 
members of Toc H during my 
stay in England. 

During the last few months, | 
have had many opportunities to 
maintain close touch with Toc H 
and travel about the country see- 
ing the work of many Branches 
and attending meetings, many of 
which I enjoyed speaking to and 
showing my Singapore Toe H 
films. As an Asian member of 
Toc H from the other side of the 
world, coming to this beautiful 
country for the first time, all this 
has been a wonderful experience. 

Equally impressive and wonder- 
ful was my visit to Poperinge. 
where I was deeply moved by 
seeing for the first time the Upper 
Room I have often heard and 
read about. To all members of 
Toc H this journey is a “must”. 
I was also impressed by the 
Power Conference held at Folke- 
stone. 

I would like to thank the War- 
den and staff of Mark III who 
often went out of their way to 
make me feel at home. My 
thanks also go to all at 47 Francis 
Street, London, for without their 
kind assistance and wonderful co- 


TOC H JOURNAL 


operation, J would doubtless have 
been ‘missing’ on a number of 
occasions. Last, but not least, 
my thanks to the British people, 
the ordinary man in the strect, 
who kindly helped me each time 
J lost my way. 

It is with regret that T leave 
England, and hope that should 
any of you come to Singapore 
you will allow me the oppor- 
tunity of returning some of the 
kindness shown. I can be con- 
tacted at Toc H, 11 Scotts Road, 
Singapore. © 

Goodbye and Good Wishes, 


Pat M. T. LEONG. 


Central Exec, ‘Babes’ 


CAN'T LET Michael Harris 

get away with his claim, in last 
month's "Who's Who’. to be the 
youngest member of the present 
Central Executive. 1 think this 
‘distinction’ should be mine. and 
I hereby claim it and offer in sup- 
port my thirty-one years. Of 
course, last year Dewi Lloyd had 
us all beat by about four years! 


JOHN BEAN. 
Fareham, Hants. 


From Tubby’s Post-bag 
To Mrs Owen-Watkins, 


SINCE I am preaching at All 
Hallows here on Sunday morn- 
ing at ILa.m. I must be absent 
from the Memorial Service near 
Ealing Broadway where I fain 
would be. As Owen knew so well 
I venerate the inspiration of the 
Methodist Church and long to 
be among the throng of friends 
assembled on this very great 
occasion to pay their tribute to 
the Holy Spirit for the Apostle 
now beyond our sight. 

Full forty years have passed 


since ] first met, in his full 
strength and splendour, your 
dear husband, already then a 


name and a tradition which ran 
OPEN HUSTINGS 


right through the men on active 


service. J think it was indeed 
from Neville Talbot that I first 
found my way to him in person. 
I well remember the most kindly 
grecting. 

All dignity sat lightly on his 
shoulders, His friendship was 
indeed an inspiration, not only 
to the Officers and men but to 
most ‘junior Chaplains like my- 
self. After the war was won and 
peace returned, the Padres’ Fellow- 
ship then came to be, and he 
himself was present at these meet- 
ings. We felt that we were lucky 
to be there. 

Then came the early Galilean 
days, when Toc H work took 
strides in seven-league boots and 
he and Herbert Fleming with 
one heart bestowed their dedica- 
tion on its life. Then Herbert 
Fleming, my supreme ideal, was 
very suddenly called home to rest 
and Owen very quietly became 
guide to Toc H in the loss of our 
friend. 

Since his retirement we have 
seldom met but he has been most 
constantly in mind and I have 
cherished all such news of him 
as I could glean from any 
mutual friend. Among the very 
brave, the very true. I seem to 
see him welcomed and appraised. 
I almost think I hear a great 
“Well Done”. 

PHILIP CLAYTON. 


To Padre Hugh Sawbridge, M.C., 
on his 70th birthday, 


& is toasting both sides 
of his back, each in their turn, 
preventing me from standing 
against the mantelpiece. Thus I 
look out upon the wintry scene 
and seek to find the inspiration 
that I sorely need. But in your 
life, your faithfulness, your love, 
your precious sense of humour. 
and your patience, I find a theme 
to which I cannot do justice. 
You are indeed the foremost 
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Murray-Smith's rival; together 
a ith her sisters. You led them. 

r from Knuts- wit em to 

together Pat decided and fro to show mem lamp-posts 

ford onwar ‘God’s Show’ for where those meetings most nights 

that Toc B was of the yerk, could be relied Upon 
him as well. to plan and pray. ence ca 

can recall those : É came 

hee Ans sn Lcameinand the magic ee and, designed 

shee gas sofa in your o by you, the one Only perfeg 

slept upon your team of men, picked by y 


Apostle, the first to join me. We 


two stood 


Soalan i ity and your ra 
lodging In cia aa us discernment and God given, š 
your prim Lan Then your first entry to the 


both. U.S.A., resulting in your wond 
our one . nder- 
„Then anen yoi S and Bun- ful reward, and your translation 
disheartenec A the very page to the Western Area, resulting in 
yan Roce hesied the birth of a pageant of true men appearing 
which XI A shilling telegram as by magic in Toc H. | 
was sent to you announcing Mrs Tupay. 


a ant i ou amomnons s Ton 
“FRIENDS OF THE OLD HOUSE” 


The idea of linking together such visitors to the Old House | 
at Poperinge as might care to keep In touch has been sug. | 
aested by several members at one time or another, and at the 
Reunion in November, 1956, it was received with enthusiasm 
by the 250 members present. The purpose may be defined 
in this way: 

To sustain our common interest in Talbot House and to 
encourage us to win new friends. 

By our subscriptions, and by any modest money-raising 
efforts we can inspire, to assist the finances of the House 
and gradually refurnish it. 

To remember the House in our prayers, that its influence 
may steadily spread throughout Toc H, everywhere 
deepening our understanding and conviction. 

The Friends will not be limited to members of Toc H or 
the Women’s Association; all who share our’ affection for 
Talbot House will be welcome on equal terms. 

The subscription will be a minimum of 5s. a year for an 
individual, or a minimum of 10s. for a whole family to 
include children up to eighteen years. 

A Secretary has been appointed who is already well known, 
Mrs. Gwen Tett, Newlands, 23 Money Hill Road, Rickmans- 
worth, Herts (Telephone : Rickmansworth 3740). 

If you wish to join up will you inform her and send an 
appropriate subscription? 

BARCLAY BARON. _ 
Printed in England by Gro. MARSHALL & Co., Lip., London. S.E.1. 


